


 

 
 
TO:       John McDonough, City Manager  
 
FROM: Thomas Black, Public Works Director 
 
DATE:  June 29, 2010, for Submission onto Agenda of the July 13, 2010, City 
             Council Meeting 
 
ITEM:   Consideration of Approval of the Appropriation of the Property Located at the Morgan 

Falls Athletic Field through the Use of Eminent Domain 
 
 
Public Works Department’s Recommendation: 
 
The staff recommends that the Mayor and City Council approve the use of Eminent Domain for 
the condemnation of the property located at the Morgan Falls Athletic Field, lying within Land 
Lot 31 of the 17th District, Fulton County, Georgia.   
 
B
 

ackground: 
The property is currently owned by MSD Holdings, LLC.  The 1468 square feet of temporary 
easement and 3662 square feet of permanent easement was deemed necessary for acquisition 
as part of the Morgan Falls Athletic Field Project.  The legal description and plan sheet of this 
property are attached.  The City’s consultant researched and prepared pertinent acquisition 
documents but was unable to negotiate a settlement with the property owner due to the owner’s 
lack of response.   
 
D
 

iscussion: 
As the property owner has been non-responsive to numerous communication attempts, the 
purchase of the required temporary construction and driveway easements on the property 
cannot continue without the use of Eminent Domain.  If the City is unable to obtain the 
temporary construction easement, the project for improvements will be compromised. 
  
A
 

lternatives: 
The Mayor and City Council can choose not to utilize Eminent Domain to acquire this property. 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
 
Acquisition of the Temporary Construction Easement and the Driveway Easement for this 
property has been budgeted in the Morgan Falls Athletic Fields project costs. 
 
A
 

ttachments: 
I. Exhibits 

A. Overview Map 
B. Aerial Map 
C. Plat 
D. Legal Description 

 
II.   Resolution 















 
RESOLUTION NO.    

 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF FULTON 
 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN TO CONDEMN THE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE MORGAN FALLS ATHLETIC FIELDS, IN LAND LOT 31 OF 

THE 17TH DISTRICT, CITY OF SANDY SPRINGS, FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA  
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary, from time to time, to establish policies, procedures and guidelines consistent with 
the administration of a municipal government consistent with the US Constitution, Federal Statutes, alignment 
with Federal, Georgia’s State Constitution, and the Charter for the City of Sandy Springs, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Manager directed the Department of Public Works to develop standard policies for 
recurring matters, to establish appropriate internal controls and legal compliance, and to provide for an 
efficient and effective means to serve constituents; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works, in response to the guidance provided by the City Manager, has 
reviewed and recommends the has reviewed and approves the use of Eminent Domain by the City of Sandy 
Springs for the property located at the Morgan Falls Athletic Fields, in Land Lot 31 of the 17th District, and   
 
WHEREAS, upon adoption of this Resolution, the City Attorney will proceed with the steps required to 
utilize eminent domain.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SANDY SPRINGS, GEORGIA 
 
That they approve the use of Eminent Domain on the property located at the Morgan Falls Athletic Fields, in 
Land Lot 31 of the 17th District, for the purpose of the installation of a retaining wall for the Morgan Falls 
Athletic Fields Project. 
 
 
RESOLVED this the 13th day of July 2010. 

               Approved: 

 

         ____________________________ 
               Eva Galambos, Mayor 
Attest: 

 
_____________________________ 
Michael Casey, City Clerk  
(Seal) 




