Date:

April 28, 2011

To:

John McDonough
City Manger

From:

Terry Sult
Chief of Police

Subject:

State and Federal Seized Funds

Under Georgia State Law the Sandy Springs Police Department is required to
submit an annual report to the local governing authority regarding state drug forfeiture funds.
This requirement was recently brought to the City’s attention and in the spirit of complete
transparency also included in this report is a report on federal forfeiture funds awarded to the
SSPD. A cautionary letter sent to all law enforcement agency chief officers by the U.S. Attorney
for the Northern District of Georgia regarding restrictions placed on use of federal forfeiture
funds is also attached for review. It has always been the policy of the CoSS that all state and
federal forfeiture funds be approved through normal Finance Department and City Manager
oversight as with all other city and department expenditures.
The Sandy Springs Police Department maintains three separate bank accounts for managing all
seizure for the department. Attached is a consolidated summary of each account since January 1,
2008 through April 25, 2011 of all purchases made utilizing State and Federal Seized Funds.
The three accounts include the State Restricted (Bank Code 12), the State Unrestricted (Bank
Code 13) and the Federal Unrestricted (Bank Code 5).
The State Restricted account (Bank Code 12) is the holding account when seizures first occur,
funds are deposited into this account. This is also the account utilized to write the checks to the
governing body that has jurisdiction for the seizure to cover processing fees and advertising. As
of March 31, 2011 the total Restricted seized funds awaiting adjudication in order to be transfer
into the Unrestricted account is $166,427.45.
The State Unrestricted account (Bank Code 13) is the account where funds are transferred to
once the case has been adjudicated and becomes available for department use. As of March 31,
2011 the total State seized funds available to the department is $123,167.04.
The Federal Unrestricted account (Bank Code 5) only receives wire transfers from the federal
government of seized funds. As of March 31, 2011 the total Federal Seized funds available to
the department is $178,612.22.

