SANDY_SPRINGS

GEORGIA

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

TO: Mayor & City Council DATE: July 28, 2011
FROM: John McDonough, City Manager
AGENDA ITEM:  Mapping Designation for new Floodplain Areas

MEETING DATE: For Submission onto the August 2, 2011, City Council Work
Session Meeting Agenda

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: (Attach additional pages if necessary)
See attached:

Memorandum
Map

APPROVAL BY CITY MANAGER: Oﬂ/{/\/ APPROVED

NOT APPROVED

YPLACED ON AGENDA FOR: @ ‘ &[ \ \

CITY ATTORNEY APPROVAL REQUIRED:  ( ) YES ( ) NO

CITY ATTORNEY APPROVAL: é z ;‘ 4

REMARKS:

7840 Roswell Road, Building 500 * Sandy Springs, Georgia 30350 * 770.730.5600 * 770.206.1420 fax ® www.sandyspringsga.org




SANDY_SPRINGS

GEORGILA

To: John McDonough, City Manager

From: Ed Shoucair, Acting Director of Community Developmentm
Date: July 19, 2011 for Submission onto the August 2, 2011 City Council Work Session
Subject: Mapping Designation for new Floodplain Areas

BACKGROUND:

On August 16, 1999, the State of Georgia entered into a Cooperating Technical Partner (CTP)
agreement with the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) Region [V. This
agreement provides that the State of Georgia assumes responsibility for the development and
updating of the flood hazard maps (known as Flood Insurance Rate Maps, or FIRMs) on a
countywide-basis for all 159 counties in the State.

Sandy Springs participation in this effort has included contracting with Manhard Consulting to
develop, for all 100 acre or greater basins within the city, more detailed and accurate flood
studies than had existed prior to 2005. Sandy Springs has provided Manhard’s flood study to the
state and to FEMA for use in updating the city’s FIRMSs. Manhard’s study includes sufficient .
detail to indicate that 100-year flood zones exist within certain areas that are not currently
de31gnated as Special Flood Hazard Areas (Special Flood Hazard Areas are regulated as 100-
year flood zone areas). Consequently, the Preliminary/Draft maps depict Special Flood Hazard
Areas (SFHA) at some locatlons w1thm the city where the cuuent FIRM does not designate -
SFHA’s. y . . .

FEMA has advised city staff that at the city’s 1equest FEMA w111 NOT change these areasto -
SFHA’s on the updated FIRMs. Cuuently it is expected that the updated FIRMS w1ll become
effective in late 2012. o o R _

DISCUSSI ON:

All land w1thm the 01ty is de31gnated as at ieast one of the foliowmg four ﬂocd rlsk zones 1)
- unshaded Zone X, 2) shaded Zone X, 3). Zone A, and 4) Zone AE. Of these four usk zones, only
- Zone A and Zone AE are regulated as. Special Flood Hazard Areas. The current - -
_-Plellmlnaxnylaﬁ maps contemplate changlng some shaded and unshaded Zone X a1eas to. che

S ’SFHA zone (Zones A and AE) :

7840 Roswell Road, Building 500 » Sandy Springs, Georgla 30350 ¢ 770.230.5600  770393.0244 fax ¢ wwwsandyspringsgaorg -




CC:

Mortgage lenders will require a homeowner to purchase flood insurance if the
homeowner’s property touches a SFHA (that is, a Zone A or AE)

Mortgage lenders typically will not require a homeowner to purchase flood insurance if
the homeowner’s property does not touch a SFHA,

Within the city, all homeowners can purchase flood insurance if desired.

Standard homeowner’s insurance policies do not include coverage for flood
damage/loss.

Zones A and AE correlate to higher flood insurance premiums than Zone X,

The changes from Zone X to Zone A on the Preliminary/Draft FIRMs affect approximately
200 homes within the city

Celia Klardie, P.E., Stormwater Manager
Walt Rekuc, Deputy Director of Public Works
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