






 
 

FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Update 



Nationwide Maps 

 Nationwide Map Modernization Program began in 2004 
 
 Georgia DNR/EPD teamed with FEMA to produce 

updated flood maps in a digital format 
 
 The Georgia Flood M.A.P. (Mapping, Assessment and 

Planning ) Program seeks to help communities better 
assess flood risk and reduce future flood losses. 
 



100 to 640  Acre Drainage Basin 

 MNGWPD requires Special Flood Hazard Areas be 
delineated for all streams with a drainage area of 100 
acres or greater 

 
 As this area is outside of the standard FEMA study area, 

each jurisdiction in the Atlanta metro area has to 
determine how to designate these flood areas on the 
FEMA maps 

 
 Sandy Springs can determine whether these areas will be 

shown as Zone A or Zone X shaded on the final maps 



640 Acre Drainage Basin 
(Zone A and Zone AE) 

 High risk flood zones are designated on the FEMA Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps as A or AE zones 
 Federally regulated or insured lenders require owners of 

buildings located within areas designated Zone A or AE 
on the Flood Insurance Maps to have flood insurance 
 The 90 day appeal/public comment period regarding the 

preliminary maps begins in late January, 2012 
 During the comment period, property owners can submit 

technical information such as hydraulic analysis, flood 
profiles, topographic and/or structural data that shows a 
map revision is warranted 
 

 
 



Zone A or Zone X Designation 

There are 173 structures located within the 
area where the city can determine the flood 
zone designation 
100 structures are in the 10 year flood zone 
53 structures are in the 50 year flood zone 
20 structures are in the 100 year flood zone 



Zone A Designation (high flood risk) 

 Federally regulated or insured lenders require flood 
insurance for structures located within flood zone 

 
 Flood insurance is generally more expensive than if the 

property is designated Zone X 
 
 Property owners may need to engage an engineer to 

certify to lenders that structures are located outside of 
Zone A 



Zone X Designation (moderate flood risk) 

 There is no mechanism in place to insure property 
owners know they are within special flood hazard area 

 
 Flood insurance is not required 
 
 Flood insurance is less expensive than if the property is 

designated Zone A 



Options 

Council takes no action – stream segments 
denoted in orange are already designated Zone 
A on the preliminary maps 

 
Council requests FEMA designate stream 

segments denoted in orange be shown as 
shaded Zone X  
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Questions? 
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