


 

 
 

 

To:  John McDonough, City Manager 

From:  Ronnie Young, Recreation & Parks Director          
Date:   January 10, 2012 for Submission onto the January 17, 2012 City Council Meeting 
 
Description:   Children’s Playable Art Pieces for Abernathy Greenway 
                       

 

Recommendation: 

The Recreation & Parks Department recommends council review and discuss the art pieces with 
the committee. 

Background:  

The committee has chosen the pieces using experts in the field as evaluators.   

Discussion:  

The committee will present the judging process, the art features and how children can play on the 
pieces.  Once council has approved the pieces the committee will donate the art to the City for use 
in the park. 

Financial Impact:   

Northside Hospital has granted the Sandy Springs Conservancy funds to purchase the art.  The 
City will pay for installation and the special fall zone surface.  Cost is estimated at $75,000 - 
$100,000. 

Final Impact: 

The Children’s Playable Art will assure that the Abernathy Greenway is a children’s key destination 
for play. 

 



Sculpture  
Selections 

 
presented to the Sandy Springs City Council 

January 17, 2012 

A  joint venture between  

The Sandy Springs Conservancy and Art Sandy Springs 

for the benefit of the City and citizens of Sandy Springs 

With special thanks to  
N o r t h s I d e   h o s p I t a l  

________________________ 

www.playableartpark.org 



The Sandy Springs Conservancy and Art Sandy Springs in 
joint venture, with a grant from Northside Hospital, seek 
to acquire original, permanent, interactive works of art 
for the proposed  
 

Playable Art Park  
at  

Abernathy Greenway   
 

 
The art work, intended to inspire active play for children 
ages 5-12,  will be gifted to the City of Sandy Springs for 
installation in its newest City park, the Abernathy Greenway. 

 
 

The art work will: 
 
 promote the concept of art in public open and green 
 spaces 

 
 introduce children to fine art through safe, 
 interactive outdoor  play 
 
 provide a desirable amenity to the City of Sandy 
 Springs and our community 



Background and timetable 
With a grant from Northside Hospital, The Sandy Springs Conservancy sought to 
contribute park amenities to the new Abernathy Greenway.  SSC formed a joint 

venture with Art Sandy Springs to create a new kind of playground for children – 
one filled with real art to play on, play with, or inspire  play. 

 
Apr 2011 MOU signed with City 
 
Jul 2011 The Playable Art Steering Committee writes and  publishes  
 a nation-wide Request for Proposal 
 
Oct 2011 Committee receives more than 125 entries from across the  country 
 including three international submissions. 
 
Nov 2011 Committee reviews all submission  for compliance with the 
 RFP guidelines  
 
Dec 2011 National firm conducts children’s focus group to further refine 
 selections 
 
Dec 2011 Committee presents finalists to City Staff, Greenway architect 
 J. Boudreau and Abernathy Steering Committee, representing 
 11 surrounding neighborhoods 
 
Dec 2011 Art jurors recommend six sculptures on individual merit and as 
 a park grouping 
 
Dec 2011 City staff  approves selections and determines sculpture 
 placement on Greenway 
 
****************** 
 
Jan 2012 presentation to City Council for acceptance under the City Gift 
 Policy 
 
Feb 2012 City accepts sculptures under City Gift Policy 
 Artists contracts finalized  
 
 Artists fabricate sculptures 
 
Fall 2012 Artists deliver sculptures 
 
Fall 2012 City installs sculptures 
 
Fall 2012 Celebration and Ribbon-cutting 
 
 
 



Wonderwall 
  Reham Aarti 

Dragonfly 
  Alexis Gregg and      

Tanner Coleman 

The Big Imagine 
Jeff hackney 

spider  walk 
Phil proctor 

It’s You & Me, Kid  
Frank swanson 

Twist & shout 
Beth nybeck 

Selected sculptures 



The big imagine 
Jeff hackney 

 
 

 
 

Iconic Swing Set 
seven swings with 14 structural arches 
steel tubing with commercial-grade, graffiti-resist paint 
800 lbs.  per swing 
16-17 ft uprights 
65 ft long 



Dragonfly Climbing Slide 
with climbing rope wings, slide 
and porthole eyes 
 
Hand formed & colored  brick 
Commercial webbing 
60 ft l  x 36 ft w  x 12 ft h 
 

dragonfly 
Alexis gregg and tanner coleman 

Current project:  
Dragonfish 

Fanciful brick planter and seats 



Wonder Wall 
Reham Aarti 

Mosaic  Play Wall 
 
•Kilned glass beads and tiles 
•Recycled steel armature 
•Light-weight concrete and     
silicon mesh 
 
17 ft l x 5 ft h x 5 in w 

Front  
“Dragon” 

Back 
“Monster” 



Twist & shout 
Beth nybeck 

Climbable Free-play Sculpture 
2”  formed stainless steel pipe 
40 ft l x 20 ft w x 10 ft h 
2300 lbs 



Spider walk 
Phil proctor 

Climbable Abstract Spider Sculpture 
 
8” Steel Pipe 
Industrial, graffiti resistant epoxy enamel 
11 ft h x 40ft w 
central ring clearance 7 ft 
6000 lbs 

Options for climbing and playing 
 on spider legs 



It’s you & me, kid 
Frank swanson 

3- piece  “Positive and Negative Space” Explorative Sculpture 
Laser-cut granite boulder  
20 ft diameter, elements can be spaced as desired 
Very heavy 



  
PLAYABLE ART PARK ART JURORS 

 
  
  
 

Dr. Jerry Cullum  
Art Critic, Former Senior Editor of Art Papers Magazine  
  
  

 

Cynthia Gentry 
Founder, the Atlanta Taskforce on Play (ATOP) in 2006 

 

Cathleen Cook Hunt 
Exhibition Program Manager the Atlanta Botanical Garden  

 

Susan Krause  
Chair of Sculpture, Savannah College of Art and Design in Atlanta   

 

 Michelle Savant 
 Associate Conservator of Objects for the High Museum of Art  

 



PLAYABLE ART PARK steering committee 
 
 

Fulton County Arts and Culture 
 

Lauren Bernazza  
Program Director, Abernathy Arts Center 

 

Jeffry Loy 
Public Art Conservator, metal sculptor 

 
 

Sandy Springs Conservancy 
 

Linda Bain 
Peggy Gardner 
Cheri Morris 
Bob Peoples 

 

 
Art Sandy Springs 

 

Roxane Hollosi, artist 
Cheri Morris, Chair 
Sally Parsonson,  

Bernadine Richard 
Randy Young 

 



 
 

Presentation to City Council 

January 17, 2011  

Work Session 

 

Addenda 

 

  

 

A.  Artists’ Resumes 

 Reham Aarti (Wonder Wall) 

 Tanner Coleman (Dragonfly) 

 Alexis Gregg (Dragonfly) 

 Jeff Hackney ( The Big Imagine) 

 Beth Nybeck (Twist & Shout) 

 Phil Proctor  (Spider Walk) 

 Frank Swanson (It’s You & Me, Kid) 

 

B. Art Juror bios 

 

C. MOU between City and SSC/ArtSS 
  



Reham Aarti 

Resume  
4020 W. Glendale St. Boise,ID 83703  

208.841.5988  

Reham@MosaicEssential.com 

www.MosaicEssential.com  

Exhibits:  

Featured artist R. Gray Gallery Dec 2008 Art Source Gallery annual juried exhibition 2005 Art Source Gallery 1998-

2001 Solo exhibit Art Source Gallery June 2000 “Hidden Treasures” Museum of Kuwait 1989 student exhibit  

Public Collections and Grants:  

Hulls Gulch Learning Center 2010 Linen District Public Art Panels 2010 Mosaic instruction for cancer 

survivors/caregivers St. Alphonse's hospital 2010 Boise City Parks and Recreation/Boise City Arts Commission 

2008, 2009,2010,2011 Dawson Taylor Coffee 2004  

Publications:  

Mosaic Art magazine “Dawson mermaid” 2007 Idaho Statesman “Islamic Art” 2005 Boise Weekly “Under this 

mosaic I'm totally naked!” 2005 Idaho Statesman “what's up downtown” 2005 Idaho Statesman “women in small 

business” 2004 Idaho Statesman “women in the arts” 2003 Thrive magazine, Cover story Aug.2003  

Teaching:  

Monthly beginner/intermediate mosaic classes 2000-present time Anser charter school 2 semesters 2009 Advanced 

smalti classes 2007 Adult Mosaic classes for cancer survivors/caregivers MISTI/St. Alphonse’s Hospital  

Education/ Affiliation:  

Professional member of SAMA ,Society of American Mosaic Artists 2004-present Franky Rook PMC 101,102 2007 

Holly Mountain Glass studio introduction to glass fusing 2006 Institute of mosaic art, Diana Durand lightweight 

concrete application 2005 Institute of mosaic art business course 2004 Dimitry Grudski private instruction 1998  

Personal Achievements:  

Established mosaic walk-in workshop and supply studio (Mosaic Essential)2003-present time Published “Mosaics 

for the First Time” 2004 Founding member Art4Art, not for profit artist co-op to benefit local children’s art 

organizations.'08-'10 Co-created a mosaic program children with cancer at St. Luke's hospital/MISTI care center '05-

present Co-created the Just Us League non profit organization 2010  

 

 



  





  



Jeff Hackney Resume  
 
PROFESSIONAL SCULPTOR JULY 2007 - Present  

The transition to professional sculptor was a natural progression for me after twenty-five years of design and construction experience as well as a 

lifetime of curiosity about structure and balance. By experimenting with traditional techniques in wood, steel, concrete and bronze, I work to explore 

the limits of material possibilities. Bending concrete, coaxing organic forms out of steel, making steel rods and brass mesh float on water, expand my 

own as well as the material possibilities. Throughout my career, I have worked independently as well as a member or leader of a design or 

construction team. I have worked on projects ranging in budget from a few thousand to over a million dollars. Since September 2007, I have entered 

eight juried shows comprised of over 2,900 national and international artist applicants and have taken honors in six of the eight, including Best in 

Show, and my works have been collected in both private and public collections in eleven states including the permanent collections of Charlotte-

Mecklinburg County and Burlington-Alamance County.  

HISTORIC RESTORATIONIST / BUILDER AUGUST 1997 - JANUARY 2007  

As a restorationist I worked on many and varied projects across North Carolina. Historic projects included in part, the Hay House at Tryon Palace, 

Fayetteville Oval Ballroom, the Burwell School in Hillsborough. In design and new construction, I worked primarily on creative building projects, 

residential and commercial that included outdoor sanctuaries, writer’s studios, a wine cellar and wellness center.  

ARTIST/SCULPTOR JUNE 1993 – JULY 2007  

I purchased my first welder in 1993. Having studied painting and woodworking as well as building techniques earlier in my life, I continued to hone 

my skills and develop artistic expression and technique in welding, painting, bronze casting and woodworking.  

GRAPHIC DESIGNER / DESIGN CONSULTANT JUNE 1993 - AUGUST 1997  

As an independent graphic designer and design consultant my work included design, production and consulting. As the creative consultant for 

Technique Mirage in Atlanta, Georgia I was tasked with the responsibility of creating a one of a kind, hand painted, 12-inch wide motion film that 

was projected across the entire face of the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, for its centennial celebration, Images in Motion. Graphic 

design work for the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill included an award-winning design for the North Carolina Literary Festival.  

ART DIRECTOR / GRAPHIC PRODUCTION MANAGER / MECHANICAL ARTIST FEBRUARY 1985 - JUNE 1993  

Working for Kaleidoscope Graphics, Fourth Media, and Southern Belle, all of Atlanta, Georgia , my responsibilities included mechanical and 

production work as well as the supervision of all graphic, mechanical and color work for print and television media. I worked directly with art 

directors from major Southeast advertising, design, and corporate communications firms.  

ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SPECIALIST 4TH CLASS AUGUST 1979 - AUGUST 1983  

Military service, honorably discharged.  

PUBLIC ART ACQUISITIONS, JURIED EXHIBITIONS AND COMPETITIONS  

“Art in the Garden” Invitational, Pinehurst, NC, 2011, Second Place Moses Cone Regional Cancer Center, Roof Garden Sculpture National Call to 

Artists, Design Finalist Optix Eye Care, Erwin Road, Durham, NC. “OP” Commissioned and installed 2010 Scrapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC. Selected 

Artist, 2010 Caldwell Arts Council and Tri-state Sculptors, “25th Anniversary Sculpture Celebrations”, Lenoir, NC  

Norma Suddreth Award, 2010  

Alamance County Arts Council, City of Burlington, NC, 5th Biennial Sculpture Show “Willow Walk” 2010 Purchase Award Public Art Chattanooga 

“4th Biennial Sculpture Show,“ Chattanooga, TN.  

2010-2011 Selected Artist Arts and Science Council-Charlotte-Mecklenburg, Public Art Project -Rozzelles Ferry Streetscape Project, Charlotte, NC.   

This $54,000 commission sought a design that would speak to the history, future, uniqueness of one of Charlotte’s oldest communities. 

Final Design approval 9/2009. Installation March 2010. Discovery Place, Charlotte, NC. 2009, Interior/exterior Call to Artists, Design finalist 

Caldwell Arts Council and Tri-State Sculptors, “Sculpture Celebrations” Lenoir, NC, First Place, 2008 Optix Eye Care, Erwin Road, Durham, NC. 

“Spectacle” Commissioned and installed 2008 NC Botanical Gardens, “Sculpture in the Garden,” Chapel Hill, NC  

Best of Show, 2007 Wake County Hospice “Gateway Sculpture Project,” Raleigh, NC, Design finalist, 2007  

H.S. Brown and Associates, Sullivan’s Island, SC. Commissioned and installed 2007  

GALLERY AND OUTDOOR EXHIBITIONS  

“Sculpture For the Garden,” Grovewood Gallery, Asheville, NC, 2011, 2010, 2009 Grovewood Gallery has been consistently awarded a top 10 US 

gallery rating by Niche magazine  

“Art in the Garden,” Annual Sculpture Invitational, Chapel Hill, NC, 2011, 2010, 2009  

Caldwell Arts Council and Tri-State Sculptors “Sculpture Celebrations” 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008  

Tucker Outdoor Gallery, Lenoir, NC (ongoing)  

Jim-Gen’s “Come out and Play,” Chapel Hill, NC, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004  

 

  



Beth Nybeck 
 
CONTACT 
Website: www.bethnybeck.com 
Email: Beth.Nybeck@gmail.com 
Phone: 563.663.1307  
Address: 934 Wyandotte Street, Apt. 804; Kansas City, MO 64105     
EDUCATION 
2010  Bachelor of Fine Arts, Department of Art, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA.  
2005 Undergraduate Studies, Trinity Christian College, Palos Heights, IL. 

COMMISSIONS 
2011 
John Wayne Airport, Terminal C; Orange County, California.  
Westside Housing, Concourse Park; Kansas City, Missouri. 
2010  
City Without Walls Gallery and Montgomery Street Urban Renewal; Newark, New Jersey.  
2010 National Special Olympic Games Torch; Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Memorial Garden, University of Northern Iowa Campus, Cedar Falls, Iowa. 
Doors for Sustainability, City of Dubuque; Dubuque, Iowa. 
2009 
First Unitarian Church; Des Moines, Iowa. 
2008 
Business Community Services Center, University of Northern Iowa Campus; Cedar Falls, Iowa. 

EXHIBITIONS 
2011 
Nationwide Exhibition: Art on the River; Dubuque, Iowa. 
Regional Exhibition: Art Around the Corner; Ames, Iowa. 
Nationwide Exhibition: Sculpture Tour Salina; Salina, Kansas. 
Nationwide Exhibition: Lawrence Outdoor Downtown Sculpture Exhibition; Lawrence, Kansas.  
Group Exhibition: Collaborative Works, Cocoon Gallery; Kansas City, Missouri.  
Invitational Exhibition: Dining by Design, Hyatt Regency, Crown Center Exhibit Hall; Kansas City, Missouri.  
2010 
Nationwide Exhibition: Intersections; Sarasota, Florida. 
Juried Regional Exhibition: Prairie Village State of the Arts 2010, R.G. Endres Gallery; Prairie Village, Kansas.  
Nationwide Exhibition: Fifteenth Annual Outdoor Sculpture Exhibition, Washburn University; Topeka, Kansas. 
Group Exhibition: Valence, Cocoon Gallery; Kansas City, Missouri.  
Group Exhibition: Senior BFA Show, UNI Art Gallery, University of Northern Iowa; Cedar Falls. 
Group Exhibition: Annual Department of Art Juried Student Exhibition, UNI Gallery, University of Northern Iowa; Cedar Falls, Iowa. 
Nationwide Exhibition: 6

th
 Annual City of Olathe Downtown Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit; Olathe, Kansas. 

Nationwide Exhibition: 22
nd

 Annual Outdoor Downtown Sculpture Exhibition; Lawrence, Kansas. 
Nationwide Exhibition; Time in Place; Blue Springs, Missouri.    
2009 
Nationwide Exhibition: 2009-2010 Avenue of the Arts; Boynton Beach, Florida. 
Nationwide Exhibition: 2009-2010 Sculptures on the Avenues; Effingham, Illinois.  
Nationwide Exhibition: 2009 Exhibition: Serendipity, St. Mary’s Hospital; Blue Springs, Missouri. 
Nationwide Exhibition: Ninth Annual Florida Sculpture Show, Polk Museum of Art; Lakeland, Florida. 
Juried Exhibition: Annual Department of Art Juried Student Exhibition, UNI Gallery, University of Northern Iowa; Cedar Falls, Iowa. 
2008 
Juried Exhibition: Annual Department of Art Juried Student Exhibition, UNI Gallery, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa. 
Group Invitational Exhibition: Women’s History Month Art Exhibit: Kamerick Art Building, University of Northern Iowa; Cedar Falls, 
Iowa. 
Statewide Juried Exhibition: Grounds for Art; Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
Group Exhibition: Lacuna, College of Humanities and Fine Arts Dean’s Triangle Gallery, University of Northern Iowa; Cedar Falls, 
Iowa. 
  



PHIL PROCTORnucleus sculpture studio llc. 
630 Glenwood Place SE. Atlanta, GA 30316. 678-851-9726. shapingspace100@aol.com / www.philproctor.com 

 

EDUCATION 

 2002  M.F.A. in Sculpture 

   East Carolina University, Greenville, NC 

 2000  B.F.A. in Sculpture 

   University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS 

 

COMMISSIONS / PUBLIC ART 

2011 Outdoor Kinetic Sculpture Purchase Purchased by Florida Gulf Coast University. 

Installed at Naples Botanical Gardens, Naples, FL, $15,000.00 

Veterans Memorial Park Public Art Commission Memorial sculpture commissioned 

by the city of Fayetteville, NC, $14,000.00, Permanently installed at North Carolina 

Veterans Memorial Park 

2010 Outdoor Kinetic Sculpture Purchase Purchased by ARTSS for permanent installation 

in the city of Sandy Springs, GA 

2009  South Bend Park Public Art Commission 

 25’ tall steel, stainless and granite kinetic sculpture commissioned by the city of Atlanta, 

$50,000.00, South Bend Park Atlanta, GA 

2004 Lindbergh City Center Public Sculpture Project  

75’ winding aluminum and copper sculpture commissioned by Carter Development 

Group in conjunction with Marta, $30,000.00 

 Located at Lindberg City Center Marta Station, Atlanta, GA 

 

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS  

2011 Lifecycle Building Center 1st Annual Sculpture Challenge reusing salvaged materials, 

First place prize.  Atlanta, GA 

Atlanta Union Mission Solo exhibition of three outdoor kinetic sculptures at Atlanta’s 

first downtown urban garden to benefit the Atlanta Union Mission, Atlanta, GA 

2010 Atlanta Botanical Garden Scarecrow Exhibition Kinetic sculpture installed at the 

annual scarecrow exhibition, Atlanta, GA 

Art on the Beltline Large scale kinetic sculpture temporarily installed on Atlanta’s 

railroad conversion project, Atlanta, GA 

2009  Hartsfield Jackson International Airport Solo Exhibition 

Four large scale outdoor kinetic sculptures installed at the newly developed rental car 

shuttle station, Atlanta, GA 

23rd Annual Rosen Outdoor Sculpture Competition, Boone, NC 

2008  ARTSS, Arts in the Open Outdoor Sculpture Competition 

One of ten selected for the sculpture competition, Third Place prize.  

Fulton County Public Library at Sandy Springs, GA 

 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 Tri State Sculptors Education Association, Inc. 

IATSE Local 479 International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 

 



FRANK SWANSON                                                                                              RÉSUMÉ 

8718 S. Allison St.  Littleton, CO 80128  ·  (303) 791-7625 Bus.  ·  (303) 726-2574 Mobile  ·  (303) 979-3047 Home  ·  www.swansonstone.com 

 

I have lived in Colorado since 1957, and owned and operated Swanson Stone, a fine art and architectural stone cutting operation since 1989 to the 

present.  I have completed many large scale projects for public venues as well as specialized in custom architectural stone detail for the custom 

home market.  Along with creating two and three dimensional sculpture, my company creates window and door surrounds, columns, carved caps 

and bases, archways, gargoyles, fire places and any other thing the client or architect can dream up in the way of unique stone detail.  We have also 

created many unique pieces for several catholic churches. 

 

SELECTED PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 

Alcoa Aluminum Company of America - Pittsburg, PA 

Mutual of New York - Denver, CO  

Byer Intermark - Chicago, IL 

Sheehan International - Denver, CO 

My Pie International -  Winnetka, IL 

Wepco, Inc - Minneapolis, MN 

Miller and Associates - Skokie, IL 

Rackowitz Printing Corp. - Bernardsville, NJ 

Complex Elements Corp. -  New York, NY 

The Olive Company - Colorado Springs, CO 

Dell Corporation - Skokie, IL  

The Byer Museum of the Arts - Evanston, IL 

Permanent Collection of the State of Colorado  

Rose Medical Center - Denver, CO 

Denver Botanic Gardens - Denver, CO 

Siteman Corporation - St, Louis. MO   

Flatirons Paving - Boulder, CO 

Kent Denver Country Day School - Denver, CO 

American Federal Savings - Colorado Springs, CO 

Colorado Academy - Denver, CO 

 

 

SELECTED PRIVATE COLLECTIONS 

Our Lady of Loretto Church - Foxfield, CO 

Queen of Peace Church - Aurora, CO 

Light of the World Church - Littleton, CO 

Mrs. Margaret Hunt Hill - Houston, TX 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence I. Aronson - Glencoe, IL 

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

-LUXE Magazine “Tudor Aristocrat,” Winter Edition, 2009 

-LUXE magazine, “Family Scene,” Volume 5, Issue 1, 2009 

-LUXE magazine, “The High Life,” Volume 3, Issue 4, 2007 

 

ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

-Volunteer for „Destination Imagination,‟ a world-wide children‟s problem solving program. 

-Artist in Residence, Colorado Academy, 2006 

-1 year working tour of Europe, resulting in a one-man show at Gillman Galleries, Chicago IL, 1973 

REFERENCES 

Larry Aronson ~ 250 Harbor, Glencoe, IL 60022, aronson@aol.com, Ph: (847) 835-0875  

Jim and Shelly Fisch ~ 1150 Oak Ridge Dr., Glencoe, IL 60022, jmfisch123@gmail.com, Ph: (847) 835-0336 

Father Built ~ Our Lady of Loreto Catholic Church, 18000 E. Arapahoe Rd., Foxfield, CO, Ph: (303) 766-3800 

  

mailto:aronson@aol.com
mailto:jmfisch123@gmail.com


PLAYABLE ART PARK ART JURORS 
 

 
Dr. Jerry Cullum  

Art Critic, Former Senior Editor of Art Papers Magazine   

He has also served as an art critic for the Atlanta Journal and Constitution, as a regular contributor to ARTnews and 

Art in America, and as a freelance critic for other publications including Sculpture. He holds a Ph.D. from the 

Institute of Liberal Arts at Emory University, an M.A. in Religious Studies from the University of California, Santa 

Barbara, and a B.A. in Literature from Eckerd College. As a curator, Cullum has worked with exhibitions for 

Georgia State University, Georgia Perimeter College, the Telfair Museum of Arts, the Marietta-Cobb Museum of 

Art, and private venues. He co-curated an exhibition of Atlanta artists which toured Germany and England in 1996. 

 
 Cynthia Gentry 

Founder, the Atlanta Taskforce on Play (ATOP) in 2006 

This group, in partnership with Georgia Tech's College of Architecture, launched the Playable International Design 

Competition  in 2010. The winning design, selected from entries from 120 countries, is being built in downtown 

Atlanta’s Woodruff Park this fall. Recently Gentry was named to the Executive Board of the International Play 

Association as Communications Officer and will serve as the editor of PlayRights Magazine. In addition to a 

twenty-year career in the corporate world, she has participated in many civic endeavors such the Virginia-Highland 

arts festival. She founded Art Heals as well as an anti-genocide non-profit for Darfur, and she has painted murals in 

an inner-city children's hospital, a school in Bosnia, a camp for sick children, and other sites. Among these activities she has also 

created illustrated websites for children. 

 
Cathleen Cook Hunt 

Exhibition Program Manager the Atlanta Botanical Garden  

She has worked in the exhibitions field for over 15 years. In addition to the extensive indoor/outdoor exhibitions at 

the Garden, which have included the works of such diverse artists as Henry Moore, Dale Chihuly, Niki de Saint 

Phalle, and Hans Godo Fräbel, she manages a gallery space at the Garden which serves as a showcase for 

botanically-inspired painting, drawing, and photography. Hunt was name one of Atlanta's "Top 20 under 40" in 

2007. She was a featured presenter at the 2008 International Sculpture Conference and also in 2008 presented at 

the American Public Gardens Association conference.  

 

 
Susan Krause  

Chair of Sculpture for the Savannah College of Art and Design in Atlanta   

She has been named the 2012 GAEA Georgia Higher Ed Educator of the Year. Krause, who was born in 

Toronto, Canada, received her M.F.A. from Yale University where she graduated with the Blaire Dickenson 

Award, and her bachelor’s degree from the University of Guelph after attending the Ontario College of Art and 

Design where she received the Emanuel Hahn Sculpture Award and the Art History Award. She has shown her 

work in Canada, Europe, and South America as well as the United States. She lives part-time in a historic 

community in Alamos, Mexico, where she is involved in community art education and serves on the board of a bi-cultural ecological 

community. In Atlanta she is currently collaborating on an off-the-grid post-foreclosure house project in Lakewood Heights with artist 

Steve Jarvis. 

 
 Michelle Savant 

 Associate Conservator of Objects for the High Museum of Art  

Savant received her B.A. in Art History from the University of Delaware where she began her conservation work 

by volunteering with the Textile Museum’s conservators. She worked fulltime as the assistant to the object 

conservator for Art Conservation Services in Baltimore. In 2003 she received an M.A. and Certificate of 

Advanced Studies in Art Conservation from the State University College at Buffalo. Her graduate internships 

included working on industrial and fine art objects at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and Space 

Museum (Washington, DC); decorative glass objects at the Corning Museum of Glass (Corning, NY), and 

decorative objects made from a variety of materials at the Philadelphia Museum of Art (Philadelphia, PA). Prior to coming to the High 

Museum, she worked for six years at the National Museum of American History at the Smithsonian Institution, where she treated 

military history artifacts for the Price of Freedom exhibition, medical artifacts for Whatever Happened to Polio?, and nautical artifacts 

for the maritime hall On The Water..  

 












