


 

 
 
 
TO:             John McDonough, City Manager  
 
FROM:       Kevin J. Walter, P.E., Public Works Director 
 
DATE:        September 26, 2012, for Submission onto the Work Session Agenda of the October 

2, 2012, City Council Meeting  
 
ITEM:         Discussion of a Georgia Power Relocation Agreements for the Morgan Falls Road 

Improvement Project (CIP T-0034)  
 
 
Discussion: 
 
Public Works staff is asking for the approval by the City Council for the Mayor to execute two 
relocation agreements with Georgia Power for the relocation of aerial power utilities along 
Morgan Falls Road (CIP T-0034) subsequent to Legal and Finance Department approval.  
 
After negotiations between staff and Georgia Power representatives regarding utility relocation 
work, a tentative agreement has been reached.  The total construction estimate provided by 
Georgia Power to relocate the existing facilities which are all currently overhead and attached to 
wooden poles is $1.4 million.  This fee will be covered by Georgia Power at no cost to the City 
(covered by the attached agreement number one.)   
 
As part of the negotiations, Georgia Power has agreed to relocate the existing overhead utilities 
to underground for the section of the project from the Overlook Park to just before the existing 
Georgia Power substation location at no cost to the City.  From this point, the power lines would 
again move to be aerial and would be attached to standard wooden poles.   
 
Georgia Power has presented the option and a relocation agreement (covered by attached 
agreement number two) for the use of concrete poles which would allow for increased height of 
the poles as well as greater distance between poles.  If concrete poles are used, the aesthetic 
site lines would be improved because of the increased height of the utilities, and the overall 
number of poles needed for the work could be reduced thereby reducing the amount of clutter 
on the road shoulder.  Georgia Power has asked that the City agree to fund the upcharge of the 
material type from wooden to concrete material for this overhead section of the relocations.  The 
amount of the material cost is $300,000. 
 
Background: 
 
Morgan Falls Road is located just south of City Hall and connects Roswell Road to Morgan Falls 
Dam.  The road also is the only access to three City Parks: Morgan Falls Athletic Fields, 
Overlook, and the temporary dog park.  The Morgan Falls Road improvement project will 
upgrade the existing roadway and will construct a multi-use path. 
 
Public Works Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends the approval of the agreements.   



 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
By executing the relocation agreements, the City will agree to pay $300,000 to Georgia Power 
for the upcharge of utilizing concrete power poles instead of the standard wooden type.  The 
City could choose to utilize existing Capital Improvement Element (CIE) funds to cover the fees 
associated with this construction. 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Relocation Agreement for Distribution Facilities 
2. Relocation Agreement for Concrete Poles 
3. Morgan Falls Road Graphic  
























