


 
TO:            John McDonough, City Manager  
 
FROM:       Wendell K. Willard, City Attorney 
 
DATE:        December 11, 2013 for Submission onto the Regular Meeting Agenda of the 

December 17, 2013 City Council Meeting 
 
ITEM:         Acceptance of the Donation of a Conservation Easement on Riverside Drive from 

Renee’ L. Kaswan  
 
 
Public Works Department’s Recommendation: 
 

 Staff recommends that the Mayor and City Council accept the grant of a Conservation 
Easement in favor of the City on that tract or parcel of land lying and located in Land Lot 130 of 
the 17th District, Fulton County, Georgia.  The property, which consists of 6.3 acres, is shown in 
the attached exhibit is owned by Renee’ L. Kaswan and the property is located 6786/6797 
Riverside Drive, Sandy Springs, Georgia.  The Conservation Easement Area consists of 6.3 
acres.    
 
Background: 
 
Dr. Renee’ L. Kaswan owns property located at 6787/6797 Riverside Drive.  She has previously 
agreed to donate .6 acres of her property in fee simple to the City for the T-041 Riverside Drive 
Re-Alignment with Johnson Ferry Project.  She has now offered to grant a conservation 
easement in favor of the City on a substantial portion of her remaining property (6.3 acres).  The 
proposed conservation easement would forever restrict any future development on the property 
and ensure a green space near the Chattahoochee River.     
 
Discussion: 
 
This is a generous donation to the City. In order to perfect the donation of a conservation 
easement, the City would be the holder of the easement as a qualified organization under 
Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code.      
 
Alternatives: 
 
The City could elect to decline the grant of the conservation easement.       
 
Financial Impact: 
 
No financial impact.  
 
 
 
 



 
Attachments: 
 
I.     Exhibits 

• Letter to City Re: Proposed Donation 
• Aerial and GIS Maps 
• Proposed Grant of Conservation Easement  

II. Resolution 
III. Kaswan Letter 



November 24, 2013

Mr. Cecil McLendon, Esq.
Assistant City Attorney
City of  Sandy Springs, Georgia
7840 Roswell Road, Building 500
Sandy Springs, GA 30350

Re. Kaswan Donations

Dear Mr. McLendon,

As a follow up to our discussions  I wanted to summarize the efforts  we are jointly undertaking.  Dr. Renee 
Kaswan has  been a resident of the City of Sandy Springs for quite some time and has  been an ideal 
citizen and member of the community.  As part of its roadway realignment plan, members  of the City of 
Sandy Springs  inquired as  to whether Dr. Kaswan would be amenable to a fee simple donation of a 
portion of her property located at 6787/6797 Riverside Drive to the City of Sandy Springs.  We have 
spent the last several months  analyzing this  potential donation and working with the City to complete a 
proposal.  The anticipated fee simple donation will be approximately 0.6 acres as  shown on the plat 
attached hereto as Exhibit A.

In addition to the the aforementioned donation, Dr. Kaswan would also like to help preserve additional 
acreage on a substantial portion of her remaining property via a conservation easement, which would 
forever restrict any development on that property and ensure that the green space and biodiversity in this 
fragile ecosystem, close to the Chattahoochee River, will be protected and preserved for future 
generations.  In order to perfect the donation of the conservation easement, Dr. Kaswan respectfully 
requests  that the City of Sandy Springs  be the holder of the easement as a qualified organization under 
Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code.  This  will allow her to work with one recipient donee for both 
donations.  The anticipated conservation easement donation will encompass  approximately 6.3 acres  as 
shown on the plat attached hereto as Exhibit B.

As Dr. Kaswan would like to make these donations  in 2013, we have included draft surveys for the City’s 
review. Once we receive positive feedback from the City of Sandy Springs regarding these proposals, we 
will be able to finalize the requisite documents  (including the conservation easement document, appraisals, 
and surveys) for the City’s  final review and approval. We appreciate your consideration and look forward 
to completing these donations with you.

Sincerely yours,

James Freeman

cc. Dr. Renee Kaswan
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EXHIBIT A



EXHIBIT B









































































 
RESOLUTION NO.    

 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF FULTON 
 

 

A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE DONATION OF A CONSERVATION EASEMENT IN FAVOR 
OF THE CITY ON PROPERTY LOCATED IN LAND LOT 130 OF  

THE 17th DISTRICT, FULTON COUNTY, CITY OF SANDY SPRINGS, GEORGIA  
 
WHEREAS, Sandy Springs resident Dr. Renee Kaswan has offered to donate a conservation easement in 
favor of the City for a substantial portion of her property at 6787/6797 Riverside Drive, located in Land Lot 
130 of the 17th District, Fulton County, Georgia, and more particularly described as set forth in the Grant of 
Conservation Easement attached hereto; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has considered the donation of a conservation easement in favor of the 
City and determined that it is in the City’s best interest. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY 
OF SANDY SPRINGS, GEORGIA: 
 
That the City of Sandy Springs Mayor and City Council approve the donation of a conservation easement in 
favor of the City for the property at 6787/6797 Riverside Drive, located in Land Lot 70 of the 17th District, 
Fulton County, Georgia, as set forth in the exhibits attached hereto, and authorize the City Manager to sign and 
execute all documents required to facilitate this transaction. 
 
RESOLVED this 17th day of December, 2013. 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

         ____________________________ 
               Eva Galambos, Mayor 
 
Attest: 

 

_____________________________ 
Michael Casey, City Clerk  
(Seal) 



 
 
 
 
December _____, 2013 
 
 
Dr. Renee L. Kaswan 
6787 Riverside Drive 
Sandy Springs, Georgia  30328 
 
   Re: Potential Donation of Conservation Easement 
 
Dear Ms. Kaswan: 
 
We are delighted to hear of your potential donation of a conservation easement on approximately 
6.3 acres of land located at 6787/6797 Riverside Drive, Sandy Springs, Georgia.  The Sandy 
Springs City Council met on December 17, 2013, and approved the acceptance of such 
conservation easement donation should you decide to make one. Please work with Cecil 
McLendon. Assistant City Attorney, to facilitate the necessary administrative items that need to 
be complete in advance of such donation.   
 
We appreciate it and look forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
   
John McDonough 
City Manager 
 
 
 


