


 
TO:             John McDonough, City Manager  
 
FROM:       Jack K. McElfish, Fire Chief 
 
DATE:        March 25, 2014, for Submission of the April 1, 2014 City Council Meeting 
 
ITEM:        Consideration of Approval of Agreement of Mutual Aid between the City of Sandy 

Springs and the City of Atlanta for Supplemental Fire Protection and Support 
Services 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Fire Chief recommends that the Mayor and City Council approve the attached resolution 
authorizing the Mayor to sign the Mutual Aid Agreement between the City of Atlanta and the 
City of Sandy Springs for Supplemental Fire Protection and Support Services. 
 
Background: 
 
The City of Sandy Springs and the City of Atlanta fire departments have had an “Automatic Aid” 
Mutual Aid Agreement with each other since 2007 when the City of Sandy Springs Fire Rescue 
Department went operational. This agreement was for Sandy Springs Fire Station 4 at 4697 
Wieuca Road and later for Atlanta Fire Station 27 at 4260 Northside Drive to have the closest 
Fire Station respond automatically into each other’s jurisdiction. For example, Sandy Springs 
Fire Station 4 will respond into the City of Atlanta automatically if they are the closest fire 
station and City of Atlanta Fire Station 27 will respond to the City of Sandy Springs if they are 
the closest fire station. This Automatic Aid Mutual Aid Program has been a great program for 
both cities.  
 
Automatic Aid is when fire or rescue units are dispatched on the initial alarm. This has been 
decided on prior to dispatch and procedures are already in place to dispatch units automatically.  
Mutual Aid is when the call has been dispatched and usually the first alarm companies or 
incident commander determines he/she needs more personnel/equipment than Mutual Aid is 
requested.  
  
The Resolution being presented for approval will not supersede the current Automatic Aid 
Agreement that we currently have with Sandy Springs Fire Station 4 and Atlanta Fire Station 27.  
  
In the past 8 plus years, the Metro Atlanta Fire Chiefs Association (MAFC) along with the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and the Georgia Mutual Aid Agreement 
Association (GMAG) have been working on developing more formal Mutual Aid Agreement 
programs so that contiguous jurisdictions have everything agreed to prior to a major incident 
where it exceeds the capability of any one jurisdiction. The Agreement being presented also will 
help the City of Atlanta and the City of Sandy Springs Fire Departments in achieving their 



 
National Accreditation through the National Center of Public Safety Excellence. Atlanta Fire is 
now being re-accredited and Sandy Springs Fire Rescue is in the process to become an 
Accredited Agency. Another factor for both cities is that it provides points for our Insurance 
Services Evaluation (ISO).  
 
Discussion: 
 
N/A 
 
Alternatives: 
 
N/A 
 
Financial Impact:  There is no financial impact. 
 
Attachments: 
 
I. Exhibit 

• Agreement of Mutual Aid 
 

II.  Resolution 
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        RESOLUTION NO: 2014-XX-XX 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY FULTON 
 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AND EXECUTE A  
MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF ATLANTA TO PROVIDE MUTUAL 
AID ASSISTANCE BETWEEN THE SANDY SPRINGS FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
AND THE ATLANTA FIRE DEPARTMENT  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sandy Springs and the City of Atlanta have contiguous boundaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sandy Springs and the City of Atlanta each maintain and staff a fire department 
for the purpose of fire suppression, protection, prevention, rescue, emergency medical services, hazardous 
material, technical rescue and support services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Sandy Springs has determined that it is to the mutual advantage and benefit of 
each of the parties hereto that they render supplemental fire suppression, protection, prevention, rescue, 
technical, hazardous material and support services to the other local emergency, including Disasters and 
pursuant to such activities to take in joint training exercises; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sandy Springs and the City of Atlanta, Georgia resolves to provide the best 
possible protection to its citizens in accordance with Georgia Law O.C.G.A. 25-6-1 as now existing and 
hereafter amended, and as may be applicable, to prevent disastrous incidents from occurring and 
maximize on saving of life and property when disastrous incidents do occur by sharing of resources by 
like-mined jurisdictions. 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the respective governing authorities represented by the signatories hereto, 
to enter into this Agreement for Mutual Aid pursuant to the Georgia Mutual Aid Act. O.C.G.A. Section 
36-69-4, as existing and hereafter amended and as may be applicable, adopted pursuant to the 1983 
Constitution of the State of Georgia, Article IX, Section II, paragraph 3.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDY 
SPRINGS, GEORGIA. 
 
 Section 1:  The Mayor or his designee is hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the City of 
Sandy Springs, Georgia, that entitled, “AGREEMENT OF MUTUAL AID”, in substantial form to the 
document attached as Exhibit “A” hereto for the mutual provision of fire and support services between the 
fire departments of the City of Sandy Springs and City of Atlanta, said agreement effective upon approval 
by Council and execution by the Mayor 
 
RESOLVED this the 1st day of April, 2014. 
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      Approved: 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Russell K. Paul, Mayor 

 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Michael D. Casey, City Clerk 
 
(Seal) 
 

 






































