


TO: Mayor and Council for the City of Sandy Springs, Georgia

FROM: Bryant Poole, Assistant City Manager

DATE: June 26, 2014 for Submission onto the Agenda of the July 15, 2014 City Council Work Session Meeting

ITEM: Consideration of Preliminary Approval of a Petition for Road and Stormwater Abandonment and
Privatization Filed by Highland Valley Court Homeowner’s Association.

Background:

The City has received a Petition for Road and Stormwater Abandonment and a Petition for Roadway Privatization (the
“Petitions”) from the Highland Valley Court Homeowner’s Association (“HOA”).  The HOA is requesting that the Mayor
and Council approve the Petitions and pass a resolution declaring that the City abandons its interests in the right-of-
way known as “Highland Valley Court” and certain stormwater infrastructure in the neighborhood so that the road may
be privatized and a gate installed at the entrance to the subdivision. Pursuant to the City’s Right-of-Way Policy, the
Assistant City Manager is seeking the direction of Council as to whether to move forward with these Petitions.

Discussion:

The City has certain policies in place for applicants to petition for road privatization (“Procedures”).
A brief summary of the Procedures for applying for road privatization are as follows:

(1) A request for privatization must be submitted by an applicant.
(2) Public Works then performs an initial assessment of the application to determine whether or not the road

qualifies for privatization.  Specifically, Public Works staff reviews:
a. Initial Road Requirements Met?

i. Local streets only (those classified by the City as primarily used to directly access land
parcels); and

ii. The request must be for a neighborhood or a road that does not connect two or more
collector roads.

b. Determine whether or not emergency service and mobility plans are adversely affected.
(3) If the road qualifies for privatization, the Applicant then is required to file a formal petition showing that

100% of the property owners in the community and along the affected roadway(s) support the request.
(4) Once the Petition has been received and verified by staff, then the findings are presented to the City

Manager.  If directed, the item is then placed upon the Council’s agenda for consideration and possible
implementation.

(5) If approved by the Council, implementation then proceeds as directed by the City Manager and pursuant
to the City’s road abandonment procedures.

Recommendation:

City staff has performed an initial assessment and determined that the road qualifies for privatization.  The HOA has
filed a formal petition signed by 100% of the owners in the neighborhood. Should the Council desire to move forward,
then implementation would proceed as directed by the City Manager.

If approved, the next steps would be:

(1) Applicant submits a revised survey with metes and bounds, a written legal description of the property to be
privatized, and an application fee to cover the cost of advertising and signs. In this case, the HOA has
already prepared written legal descriptions and presented them to City staff.

(2) The applicants would be required to give the City permanent easements as may be required for the



entirety of the existing right-of-way and utilities at no cost;
(3) Any access control, such as a gate, would be required to conform to all City standards, regulations,

processes, and meet emergency access requirements.  The access controls would have to conform to
City standards as if the road or neighborhood was newly constructed.

(4) The City would not be required to make any right-of-way enhancements (including paving, resurfacing,
etc.) prior to relinquishing of it, other than standard routine maintenance work.

(5) After completion of the above steps and the appropriate advertisements and notifications, the matter would
be presented to the Mayor and Council for final approval.

Additionally, if the petition is approved to go forward, the HOA has agreed to execute Indemnification and Maintenance
Agreements for the right-of-way and stormwater infrastructure indemnifying the City from all future liability.

Alternatives:

If the Mayor and Council do not approve proceeding with implementation at this stage, then the Petition would be
denied and the right-of-way and the stormwater infrastructure would remain City property.

Financial Impact:

There would be a financial benefit to the City if the right-of-way and the stormwater infrastructure were taken over by
the HOA because the HOA would be responsible for all upkeep and maintenance.

Attachments:

I.     Exhibits
 Petition for Road and Stormwater Abandonment

o Exhibit A - Plat
 Petition for Roadway Privatization
 Legal Descriptions
 Aerial






























