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TO: Mayor and City Council for the City of Sandy Springs, Georgia

FROM: John McDonough, City Manager

DATE: August 11, 2014, for submission onto the August 19, 2014 Mayor and City Council Meeting Agenda

ITEM: Proposed Property Exchange Between the City and Mrs. Susan Strother

Recommendation:

The City Manager seeks guidance from the Mayor and City Council regarding the proposed exchange of property
between the City and Mrs. Susan Strother.  The property owned by the City is approximately .04 acres on River Valley
Road.  The property owned by Mrs. Strother (as Trustee of the Susan M. Strother Revocable Living Trust) is
approximately .04 acres on Johnson Ferry Road.  All of the subject property is located in Land Lots 125 and 126 of the
17th District of Fulton County, Georgia.

Background:

Mrs. Susan Strother contacted the City to discuss the challenges with her driveway located at 632 Johnson Ferry
Road.  As part of the Abernathy Road expansion project, the Georgia Department of Transportation (“GDOT”) acquired
a substantial portion of her property that fronts Johnson Ferry Road, which included her driveway.   The widening of
Johnson Ferry and River Valley Road resulted in her driveway being located very close to the intersection of these two
roads. As a result, GDOT built her a de-facto driveway across property that it had acquired from other residents on
River Valley Road without conveying rights to its use. The property that GDOT acquired is now owned by the City

Discussion:

City staff has been meeting with Mrs. Strother in an attempt to find a solution for her authorized driveway access. She
and her husband are long-time residents of Sandy Springs, and GDOT left them in a predicament after it built the
widened Johnson Ferry Road. As part of the discussions with City staff, Mrs. Strother asked if the City would be willing
to do a property exchange with her so that she would own the property upon which the Driveway is located. City staff
agreed that this option was a potential solution, and City staff is now proposing that the City exchange .04 acres of its
property on River Valley Road (where the Driveway has been built) with .04 acres of her property on Johnson Ferry
Road.  Staff has verified with an appraiser that the properties to be exchanged are of essentially equal value. The
exchange of the property enhances the City’s control of use at the corner of Johnson Ferry Road and River Valley
Road adjacent to Mrs. Strother’s property.

Alternatives:

N/A

Financial Impact:

There would be a no financial impact upon the City.

Attachments:
Exhibits

 Survey
 Appraisal Letter
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RESOLUTION NO.

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF FULTON

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE PROPERTY EXCHANGE BETWEEN
THE CITY AND MRS. SUSAN STROTHER OF PROPERTY LOCATED

IN LAND LOTS 125 AND 126 OF THE 17TH DISTRICT,
FULTON COUNTY, CITY OF SANDY SPRINGS, GEORGIA

WHEREAS, as part of the Abernathy Road project (“Project”), GDOT acquired land on
Johnson Ferry Road and River Valley Road located in Land Lots 125 and 126 of the 17th District
of Fulton County, City of Sandy Springs, Georgia;

WHEREAS, as part of the Project, GDOT built a driveway for Mrs. Susan Strother upon .04
acres of the land acquired by GDOT on River Valley Road;

WHEREAS, the City now owns the property on River Valley Road initially acquired by GDOT;

WHEREAS, the City and Mrs. Susan Strother, as Trustee of the Susan M. Strother Revocable
Living Trust (“Trust”), have agreed for the City to exchange .04 acres of the City owned
property on River Valley Road upon which the driveway was built for .04 acres of property
owned by the Trust on Johnson Ferry Road so that the Trust will own the property upon which
the driveway was built, as more particularly described as set forth in the plat attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, the properties are of essentially equal value, and the City and Mrs. Strother, as
Trustee, have in good faith agreed to exchange the property for Ten and 00/100 Dollars ($10.00)
and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has considered the request to exchange the properties and
has determined that it is in the City’s best interest.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL FOR
THE CITY OF SANDY SPRINGS, GEORGIA:

That the City of Sandy Springs Mayor and City Council approve the exchange of
.04 acres on River Valley Road owned by the City for .04 acres of property on
Johnson Ferry Road owned by the Susan M. Strother Revocable Living Trust,
said properties being located in Land Lots 125 and 126 of the 17th District, Fulton
County, Georgia, as set forth in the exhibits attached hereto, and authorize the
City Manager to sign and execute all documents required to facilitate this
transaction upon approval by legal.



SO RESOLVED AND APPROVED this day of , 2014.

Russell K. Paul, Mayor
Attest:

Michael Casey, City Clerk
(Seal)


