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TO: Mayor and Council for the City of Sandy Springs, Georgia

FROM: John McDonough, City Manager

DATE: August 12, 2014 for Submission onto the Agenda of the August 19, 2014 City Council Meeting

ITEM: Public Hearing on Petition for Road and Stormwater Abandonment and Privatization Filed by Highland
Valley Court Homeowner’s Association.

Recommendation:

The City Manager requests guidance from the Mayor and City Council regarding the Petition for Road and Stormwater
Abandonment and Privatization filed by Highland Valley Court Homeowner’s Association.  The subject property is
known as Highland Valley Court, and it is located in Land Lot 133 of the 17th District of Fulton County, Georgia.

Background:

The City received a Petition for Road and Stormwater Abandonment and a Petition for Roadway Privatization (the
“Petition”) from the Highland Valley Court Homeowner’s Association (“HOA”).  The Petition is requesting that the
Mayor and Council abandon its interests in the right-of-way known as “Highland Valley Court” and certain stormwater
infrastructure in the neighborhood so that the road may be privatized and a gate installed at the entrance to the
subdivision. Pursuant to the City’s Right-of-Way Policy, the Assistant City Manager sought the direction of the Mayor
and Council on this matter at the July 15, 2014 City Council Meeting. At the meeting, the Mayor and Council were
informed that City staff had performed an initial assessment and determined that the road qualifies for privatization.
The Mayor and Council instructed City staff to move forward with the Petition as directed by the City Manager, and the
Petition is now before the Mayor and Council for a public hearing and final approval or denial by the Mayor and
Council.

Discussion:

If the Mayor and Council decide to approve the Petition, the Right of Way now known as Highland Valley Court would
be abandoned and privatized. The HOA would be required to give the City permanent easements as may be required
for the entirety of the existing right-of-way and utilities at no cost.  The HOA has agreed to execute Indemnification and
Maintenance Agreements for the right-of-way and stormwater infrastructure indemnifying the City from all future
liability. Additionally, any access control, such as a gate, would be required to conform to all City standards,
regulations, processes, and meet emergency access requirements.  The access controls would have to conform to
City standards as if the road or neighborhood was newly constructed. The City would not be required to make any
right-of-way enhancements (including sidewalk, resurfacing, etc.) prior to relinquishing of it, other than routine
maintenance work. City staff posted public notice signs at the abandonment site and advertised the abandonment
hearing in the legal organ of Fulton County for two consecutive weeks.

The HOA will be required to comply with utility regulations and emergency vehicle access as part of the City’s final
review and consideration for abandonment. If approved, the appropriate legal documents will be prepared and those
which require further approval, if any, will come back to the Mayor and Council.

Alternatives:

If the Mayor and Council do not approve the Petition, then the Petition would be denied and the right-of-way and the
stormwater infrastructure would remain City property.



Financial Impact:

There would be a financial benefit to the City if the right-of-way and the stormwater infrastructure were taken over by
the HOA because the HOA would be responsible for all upkeep and maintenance.

Attachments:

I.     Exhibits
 Petition for Road and Stormwater Abandonment

o Exhibit A - Plat
 Petition for Roadway Privatization
 Legal Descriptions
 Aerial
 Resolution































RESOLUTION NO.

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF FULTON

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE PETITION FOR STORMWATER
ABANDONMENT AND PRIVATIZATION FILED BY

HIGHLAND VALLEY COURT HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCATION

WHEREAS, the City has received a Petition for Road and Stormwater Abandonment and
Privatization (“Petition”) for Right of Way known as Highland Valley Court and Stormwater
infrastructure located in Highland Valley Court subdivision, with the subject property being
located in Land Lot 133 of the 17th District, Fulton County, Georgia, and more particularly
described as set forth in the Petition attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, the Application includes a petition signed by 100% of the owners directly adjacent
to the portion of said Stormwater infrastructure and Right of Way to be abandoned; and

WHERE, the City has held a public hearing on the matter, which was advertised by posting a
notice sign on the property and advertised in the legal organ of Fulton County for two
consecutive weeks prior to the public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has considered the Application and determined that it is in
the City’s best interest to abandon said Stormwater infrastructure and Right of Way.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL FOR
THE CITY OF SANDY SPRINGS, GEORGIA:

That the City of Sandy Springs Mayor and City Council approve the Petition for
Road and Stormwater Abandonment, in Land Lot 133 of the 17th District, Fulton
County, Georgia, and authorize the City Manager to sign and execute all
documents required to facilitate this transaction upon review and final approval of
City staff and legal.

SO RESOLVED AND APPROVED this day of , 2014.

Attest: Russell K. Paul, Mayor

Michael Casey, City Clerk (Seal)


